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HOUSTON AGGIE
Keeping the Spirit of Aggieland
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To continue receiving this quarterly newsletter
and HAMC eBlasts, please confirm that we
have your correct information by returning the
annual mailer or updating online.
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Bring your revised annual mailer to one
of our upcoming membership events
and your first drink is on us.

3/20/15 9:45 AM

The Houston A&M Club is the largest association of
former students in the world. HAMC is run by
volunteers and funded entirely by donations. Please ask
your employer about matching your contributions to the
Houston A&M Club.

Emergency Alert!!

Membership is FREE, but registration is required each
year to ensure that our records remain current.

The Association of Former Students has approved the formation of
the CyFair A&M Club and is in the process of determining which
zip codes will make up CyFair. The zip codes that may be affected
include:

The HAMC is a tax-exempt, non-profit organization
recognized under section 501(c)(3). Our Federal Tax
ID# is 76-015741.

77040, 77041, 77064, 77065, 77066, 77069, 77070, 77084, 77092,
77095, 77410, 77429, 77433, 77449

Houston Aggie, P.O. Box 27382, Houston, Texas
77227-7382
www.HoustonAgs.org

If you live in one of these zip codes, you may be automatically
dropped from the Houston A&M Club’s mailing list without
further notice.

The Houston Aggie Magazine, published four times per
year (in March, June, September, and December), is the
official publication of the HAMC and is free to all
members. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the HAMC or the editor. Content may not be
reprinted without the permission of the editor.

If you would like to continue receiving communications from the
Houston A&M Club, including this Houston Aggie quarterly print
newsletter, please:

Submissions are encouraged and should pertain to news/
information relevant to Houston Aggies. Send to:
Houston Aggie, c/o deborah lawson ’92
P.O. Box 940082, Houston, Texas 77094-7082
deborahlawson@aggienetwork.com.
Submissions may be edited for length, grammar,
accuracy, or for any other reason. Articles may also
appear on the HAMC’s website. Please contact the
editor for additional information, including deadlines.

•
•
•

go to www.HoustonAgs.org and click on “I live in CyFair,”
return your annual mailer, or
email deborahlawson@aggienetwork.com.

Cy-Fair Aggies

Because the Houston Aggie Magazine is sent via bulk
mail, it is not forwarded or returned. Please remember to
update your address on the website: www.HoustonAgs.
org.
Editor: deborah lawson ’92
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Send us your Good Bull
photos and maybe you’ll be
featured in an upcoming
issue of the Houston Aggie!
In the 1st Quarter 2012 issue, we
introduced you to Andy Duffie ’78’s
Aggie Century Tree Project. Ross
Volunteer David Eisenlohr ’78 of
Dallas (center, wearing striped tie)
donated one of the 530 seedlings
from the original project to Governor
Perry, who planted it in the governor’s
mansion’s garden. As Perry left office,
he dedicated that sapling:

To Honor the Service of
All Aggies: Past,
Present, and Future.
Outside the governor’s mansion, there
is now a little plaque beside an oak
tree. “I planted it there a year ago. . . .
It is happy! It will be there for a
hundred plus years. And it is the
progeny of the Century Oak from
Texas A&M University.” ~Rick Perry

Good Bull!
Rick
Perry
‘72

As Rick Perry prepared to leave
office after 14 years, he left behind
a little bit of Good Bull. Like many
Aggies, Rick Perry is proud to wear
the Aggie Ring. In fact, he’s worn
three. His second was lost, and
then found, was in his pocket for
each inauguration, went into space,
was “dunked” in holy water, and has survived fourteen years in the governor’s
office. On January 13th, Perry’s second Aggie Ring joined the collection of gubernatorial memorabilia housed at the mansion, “so that no matter who comes
through there, they will know that after 150+ years, there has been an Aggie
governor.”

Festival

Top Dance Companies from Norway, Australia,
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Korea and the USA!

APRIL 2, 3, 4
7:30 PM
Wortham Center
Cullen Theater

www.dancesalad.org
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Just Accepted!!

Thanks to Santa Don Seals ’02 and The Backyard Grill for hosting
Breakfast with Santa!

www.HoustonAg.org - Page5
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State Farm
Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ron Donelson, CLU* ’61
4110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 202
Houston, TX 77025-1057
Bus: (713) 666-3663 Fax: (713) 666-9524 Res: (281) 438-7650
ron.donelson.b4nr@statefarm.com
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Thanks to Coach Jeff Banks, Special Teams Coordinator/Tight Ends,
and his Assistant Coach Jeremy Springer for joining the Houston Aggies
at Recruiting Party. Coach Banks shared his thoughts on the future of
Texas A&M Football and the newest recruits. Special thanks, too, to
Ivan Licon, Aggie Football’s Director of Creative Media, for putting
together the awesome footage of our new recruits. We can’t wait to
see them on the field.

Business Insurance - Health and Benefits
14906 FM 529 RD. HOUSTON, TX 77095
DAVID A. CARROLL, CIC, CRM ’80
DAVID B. CARROLL, CIC ’08
SCOTT HUNTER, CIC ’05
TAYLOR MCKIBBON ’11
KRISTEN BOWEN ’13
BUS: 281.656.3000
FAX: 281.656.3001

www.HoustonAg.org - Page7
49183_.indd 7

3/20/15 9:46 AM

Giving Back the
C.A.M.P. Way
In 2005, a dedicated
group of Aggie volunteers
founded C.A.M.P., the
Caring Aggie Mentoring
Project, a group dedicated to mentoring children as they develop
through school and inspiring
them to pursue higher education
by reinforcing excellent academic
standards; building confidence
and leadership skills; providing
fun, life-enriching experiences; and
role modeling qualities of success.
C.A.M.P. is not intended to tutor
students, but rather provides one fun
weekend activity each month during
the school year, ranging from attending professional sports games, to trips to the zoo or the beach, campus visits to
Texas A&M, and the ever popular visit to a working ranch.
Each month, about twenty volunteers host each of C.A.M.P.’s classes. New
volunteers are assigned to a third grade class and, if all goes as planned, they’ll
stay with those students until they graduate. This year C.A.M.P.’s volunteers
are mentoring students from third through
eleventh grade, and volunteers are working
hard to keep the ideas new and fresh. If
you are interested in volunteering, please
visit www.HoustonAgs.org for more information and upcoming orientations.
C.A.M.P.’s founders felt that the Aggie
tradition of community service, offered
an opportunity for Houston area Aggies to
make some major changes in the lives of a
large group of youngsters and their families. “We try to teach them that to give
back does not mean you have
to have financial means. You
can give back in the form of
your time and your labor. They
did that and their pay back was
almost instantaneous,” remembers Freddie Wong ’69.

Page8 - www.HoustonAg.org
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C.A.M.P.’s ultimate goal is to become a
statewide program, supporting Texas A&M’s
Vision 2020 Strategic Imperative to achieve
student diversity reflecting college-bound Texas high school graduates. With the inaugural
class set to graduate next year, all eyes are to
the future and the possibilities that were once
only a dream.

with Elves
& More
For years, the C.A.M.P. 4th Graders have partnered with Elves & More, volunteering every December to change lives
– one bike at a time. It’s a way that our students can “give back” without financial means. Elves & More provides bicycles to under privileged children, allowing them to get to after school events, tutors, mentors, and jobs. But, alas, for
some reason, the children of the C.A.M.P. program weren’t
eligible for the
very bikes they were assembling.
Enter the TAMU
Industrial Engineering Class,
who adopted
Elves & More as
its class project,
streamlining the
assembly process
for more speed and efficiency. As a way to
thank the Aggies, Elves & More finally agreed
to donate bikes to the C.A.M.P. 4th Graders.
Now the only obstacle was how to get the
bikes to the kids.
Hello Comfow Mechanical! Comflow
stepped in with some muscle, a truck, and
more heart than anyone expected, and
delivered the bikes to the waiting students,
making this new tradition an annual reality. Their only thanks, the smiles on the
children’s faces when they see their first
bike and say to the volunteers: “C.A.M.P.
is awesome!”
www.HoustonAg.org - Page9
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Think You’re
Red Ass?
These Aggies might
have you beat.
Phil Demoes, Ron
Latta Jr. and Eric
Ford, all Class of
’87, flew out to
Cleveland to help
Johnny Manziel
BTHO his first
NFL Start for the
Browns.

Thanks to our members’
generosity, the Houston A&M
Club awards 25 Top Kick and
Opportunity Awards to students
from the Houston area.
The students’ thanks are posted
on the website at
www.HoustonAgs.org.

“Though I love being a current
student, I cannot wait to give
back to the student body
“For my father, the receiving of this
when I am a former
scholarship is also a sign that his child
student – just as you have
is doing well, so this letter contains
kindly done
gratitude from myself
for me.”
“I will continue to work hard to
and father.”
show my appreciation and one
day I hope to help others prosper
like you have helped me.”
“Thank you for
believing in me and
helping to jump start
my future.”

Page10 - www.HoustonAg.org
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Howdy from the President!
As we begin a new year, I am fortunate to lead the
Houston A&M Club as the 2015 President. The Aggie
Network is a welcoming community wherever I find
myself, and I have greatly appreciated the friendships
that I have built through Club networking opportunities and special events.
Since graduating in 2004, I have had the pleasure of
participating in three Aggie Clubs. While earning my
MBA at the University of Central Florida, I served
two years as President of the Northeast Florida A&M Club in
Jacksonville, before joining the Central Florida A&M Club in Orlando for
another two years: first as Muster Chair, then as President. When I returned to
Texas in 2012, I intended to enjoy my leisure time as a regular member of the
HAMC. Instead, I attended the Cypress Happy Hour, where I was quickly
invited to help with upcoming events. My first year, I leapt from Crawfish
Boil Chair to back-to-back Coach’s Nights to President-Elect, helping to grow
the current leadership team and develop a jam-packed schedule of events.
As your President, I encourage you to participate in a variety of this year’s
regular and special events, joining the numerous valued volunteers who make
the time to promote the Aggie Spirit here in Houston. Our calendar of events
can be found on our website at www.HoustonAgs.org. We are constantly
working to provide events that interest all our members, and encourage feedback and new ideas on ways to continue and improve our service to the community.

Brian K. Bosien ’78
Gregory M. Cokinos ’79
Marc A. Young ’79
John L. Grayson ’80
Todd A. Riddle ’90

Scott A. Elder ’94
Robert J. Naudin ’96
Russell W. Smith ’03
Rachel E. Heins ’09

FOUR HOUSTON CENTER • 1221 LAMAR STREET • 16TH FLOOR
HOUSTON, TX 77010 • Tel 713-535-5500 Fax 713-535-5533

www.cbylaw.com

I would like to thank Clint Smith ’78 for his service to the Houston A&M
Club. His leadership and support have helped provide guidance for success
in our mission. I hope to continue and grow his legacy during my term as
President. Along with Amy Blaase ’03, our new President-Elect, and our
newly elected Officers and Directors, I am enthusiastic about what lies ahead.
I encourage everyone to become involved with the HAMC, even if it’s just
to attend our monthly leadership meetings to share ideas. There are so many
opportunities to share and lead. We welcome your active participation.
		

Julie William’04
2015 President

for more info, email:
Dana Randolph ’91
Todd Randolph’93

hamccoachsnight@gmail.com
www.HoustonAg.org - Page11
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A&M Hires Tea-sip Dean!
No…It’s Not an Aggie Joke…
Have you heard? Texas A&M bought a law school. And this Fall, the
first class of students who actually chose to be Aggies became 1Ls.
(Graduating as Aggies came as an unexpected surprise to the first two
graduating classes who expected to graduate from Texas Wesleyan.)
We can’t be more proud of these three classes for starting a tradition of
excellence in the legal profession: “To develop leaders of character
dedicated to serving the greater good.”
Located in the heart of Fort Worth, Texas A&M University School of
Law accepts 200
students each fall,
with a primary focus,
not surprisingly, on
Intellectual Property
Law. This specialty
allows A&M to focus
on real-world
experience from day
one, with close ties to
the College Station
engineering
departments. IP Law
is one of the fastest growing legal
specialties and the Patent Bar Exam
requires a technical undergrad; combined
with A&M’s ties to the energy and oil &
gas sectors, especially here in Houston,
preparing students to practice copyrights,
patents, trademarks, and trade secrets
makes sense.
GRACO MECHANICAL
Mechanical Contractors
Commercial - Industrial

Dick Graves ’51
5910 Schumacher

Jimmy Graves ’77
(713) 978-7000

Dean Andrew P. Morriss
earned his J.D. from that little
school in Austin,
but he recognized the unique
opportunity heading A&M’s
law school presented.
“I wasn’t smart enough to go
to Texas A&M, but I was smart
enough to marry an Aggie!”

Petroleum Engineering • Wellsite Consulting
Completion • Drilling • Workover • Concentric

Holli Cramm, P.E. ‘86
Mike Nance, P.E. ‘87
9720 Cypresswood Dr.
Suite 160
Houston, TX 77070

281.444.8395
stokesandspiehler.com
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As A&M’s law school
grows, they will continue to
focus on stronger
recruiting, attracting more
Aggie caliber faculty, and
building a bigger and better
facility to hold the
awesomeness that will
be Aggie Lawyers. In an
unprecedented first, the ABA recently granted
A&M Law special permission to accept 10% of
their incoming class from Texas A&M graduates
with a 3.5 or higher GPA and NO LSAT required.
You heard that right Aggie lawyers! Do you still
have nightmares about the LSAT? What
would you have given to avoid that
exam? Not that a 3.5 engineering
undergrad is a walk in the park….

But the Law School needs support from the
thousands of Aggie Lawyers who graduated from
other institutions, but still identify closest with
the Aggies. Of course, there is no better time to
support the school financially. Thanks to a 1 to
1 matching program, a $25,000 gift over 5 years
allows an Aggie to endow a
$50,000 permanent
scholarship that pays
approximately $2000 a
year. But we can give back
in non-financial ways, too,
by volunteering to speak at
the law school, hiring an
Aggie intern, or better yet,
hiring an Aggie lawyer.
For more information, contact Myke
Holt, Senior Director of Development at
mykeholt@txamfoundation.com.

www.law.tamu.edu
www.HoustonAg.org - Page13
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Thursday,
March 26
5-8pm

Know Someone Who
Wants to Attend
Thursday,
0pm
April 2nd @ 6:3
United Way on
Waugh
Sponsored by :
Northgate
The Tradition at
redit Union
& Aggieland C

Visit with Yell
Leaders, On & Off
Campus Housing
Reps, Student
Organizations,
and much, much,
more.

Representative
s from all
TAMU Colleges
will join the
HAMC for a n
ight of
information an
d fun.
Admissions ex
perts* will
share tricks for
gettting in.
Financial aid ex
perts* will
share tricks for
paying for it.

*from the TAM
U Office of
Admission’s Pr
ospective Stud
ent
Centers

Food, Drinks &
Fashion!
Houston A&M
Club’s
Aggie Women’s
Night in The
Woodlands
Bazille Restaurant in Nordstrom’s

The Woodlands Mall

Go to www.HoustonAgs.org to register.

Save the Dates - More Info Available at www.HoustonAgs.org
2015 Pete Stanley Classic
25th Annual Reveille Club
Golf Tournament
April 27th
Jersey Meadow Golf Course
Lunch @ High Noon
Shotgun Scramble @ 1:30pm
More Info:
www.Reveille.org

Tuesday, April 21st
Bayou City Events Center
Doors Open at 5:30pm
Program at 7pm
Guest Speaker

Samuel “Sammy” Williams ’68
Page14 - www.HoustonAg.org
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CALENDAR
April

May

June

July

Wednesday 4/1
Downtown Lunch

Saturday 5/2
Backyard Breakfast Club

Wednesday 7/1
Downtown Lunch

Thursday 4/2
Reveille Breakfast

Monday 5/4
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Leadership Meeting

Monday 6/1
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Leadership Meeting

Monday 4/6
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Leadership Meeting

Wednesday 5/6
Downtown Lunch

Thursday 6/4
Reveille Breakfast

Monday 7/6
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Leadership Meeting

Thursday 5/7
Reveille Breakfast

Saturday 6/6
Backyard Breakfast Club

Wednesday 7/8
Wh30p Houston!

Monday 5/11
Traditions Lunch

Monday 6/8
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Board Meeting

Thursday 7/9
Reveille Breakfast
The Woodlands Happy Hour

Tuesday 6/9
Houston Aggie Women

Saturday 7/11
Backyard Breakfast Club

Thursday 6/11
Reveille Breakfast
The Woodlands Happy Hour

Monday 7/13
Traditions Lunch

College Night

Thursday 4/9
Reveille Breakfast
The Woodlands Happy Hour
Saturday 4/11
Backyard Breakfast Club

Tuesday 5/12
Houston Aggie Women

Monday 4/13
Traditions Lunch
HAMC Board Meeting

Wednesday 5/13
Wh30p Houston!

Tuesday 4/14
Houston Aggie Women

Thursday 5/14
Reveille Breakfast

Wednesday 4/15
The Woodlands Meet & Greet
Lunch
Cypress Happy Hour
Thursday 4/16
Reveille Breakfast
Monday 4/20
Traditions Lunch
Tuesday 4/21

Aggie Muster
Thursday 4/23
Reveille Breakfast
Monday 4/27
Traditions Lunch

Reveille Golf
Tournament
Thursday 4/30
Reveille Breakfast
Howdy Happy Hour

Ring Dunk Reunion in
The Woodlands
Monday 5/18
Traditions Lunch
Wednesday 5/20
The Woodlands Meet & Greet
Lunch
Cypress Happy Hour
Thursday 5/21
Reveille Breakfast

Wednesday 6/3
Downtown Lunch

Monday 6/15
Traditions Lunch
Wednesday 6/17
The Woodlands Meet & Greet
Lunch
Cypress Happy Hour
Thursday 6/18
Reveille Breakfast
Monday 6/22
Traditions Lunch

Monday 5/25
Traditions Lunch

Thursday 6/25
Reveille Breakfast
Howdy Happy Hour

Thursday 5/28
Reveille Breakfast
Howdy Happy Hour

Monday 6/29
Traditions Lunch

Thursday 7/2
Reveille Breakfast

Tuesday 7/14
Houston Aggie Women
Wednesday 7/15
The Woodlands Meet & Greet
Lunch
Cypress Happy Hour
Thursday 7/16
Reveille Breakfast
Sunday 7/19

Coach’s Night
Monday 7/20
Traditions Lunch
Thursday 7/23
Reveille Breakfast
Monday 7/27
Traditions Lunch
Thursday 7/30
Reveille Breakfast
Howdy Happy Hour

www.HoustonAg.org - Page15
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Houston
A&M Club.

email submissions to deborahlawson@aggienetwork.com
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